
 

 

Minutes 

Camden Energy and Sustainability Committee 

Monday, July 15, 2019 

5:30-7 pm, Watershed School 

Venue for this meeting changed from J. French Conference Room at the request of the Town  
As a result, it could not be streamed or recorded 

 
Attendance: Anita Brosius-Scott (Committee Chair), Pete Kalajian (Committee Deputy Chair), Marc 

Ratner (Select Board Liaison), Alex Facq, Anna Ford, Brian Robinson, Sarah Miller and Hank Reisner 

(member of Belfast climate committee). 

Next Energy and Sustainability Committee Meeting, Aug. 26, 5:30pm. (Several members unable to 

attend at normal third Monday date of Aug. 19). 

Minutes of June 17, 2019, meeting were unanimously accepted. 

Non-Agenda Items: None. 

New Energy Committee Members: 

a. Mark reported that the select board had not yet acted on two proposed new members, but is 

expected to do so soon, and it was noted that prospective members and others can attend 

committee meetings as non-voting visitors in any case.  

Energy Information Flier for potential distribution along with annual town tax information.  

a. The committee reviewed in some depth an edited version of the initial draft of a flier, presented 

at the June meeting. This is being prepared by the committee in advance of presenting to the Select 

Board a request for the flier’s inclusion in the annual tax letter. There was broad support for tightening 

the language further so that it would all fit easily on one page, which could be read quickly. The 

importance of emphasizing the town’s membership in the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and 

Energy, with its requirement to dramatically and quickly reduce our carbon footprint, was stressed by 

several members. 

b. Sarah volunteered to provide a draft that would meet the criteria from point (a) above.  

c. Anna volunteered to work on the design of the flier, including graphics. Anna also proposed a 

simplified framework for the flier, consisting of bullet points on “What Camden Is Doing” encompassing: 

(1) The Global covenant of Mayors and what it implies; (2) Work on solar arrays; (3) The town ban on 

single-use plastics bags etc.; (4) Replacement of street lights with LEDs; (5) Parts of the “Additional 

work” section of the draft being reviewed, combined into a single item.  

d. Further discussion followed on language to be used in the flier. It was agreed that Sarah and 

Anna would draw up and circulate another draft to the committee as soon as possible.   



 

 

Update on Solar array and street lighting. 

       a. Anita said that she had been told there were no updates available on these issue at the moment. 

Mark concurred, but added that work by outside consultants or contractors on both fronts was 

proceeding and the committee could expect to hear more before too long.  

Belfast Climate Change Committee 

       a. Hank Reisner gave the committee an overview of the work of the new Belfast Climate Change 

Committee, created alongside the town’s Energy Committee. He described how Belfast has been leader 

for a number of years in promoting energy efficiency and renewables, and how what was initially called 

the Energy and Climate committee was formed in the first decade of this century. That was later shorted 

to simply Energy Committee, but last year the Climate Committee was created as well. He noted that 

the Climate Committee in 2018 did a report on sea level rise, and how Belfast has more recently signed 

the Global Covenant of Mayors, alongside Camden. He stressed how powerful this Covenant is as a 

framework. Hank noted that he had seen the work done by Camden in the context of the Global 

Covenant and decided to come down and talk to people here, including our committee, about such 

work. He said he had also been in touch with Janet McMahon, who teaches the course at Watershed 

School that has contributed heavily to Camden’s efforts under the Global Covenant of Mayors. Belfast 

will be holding a series of public meetings beginning in the autumn to try to spread knowledge of 

climate risks, Hank said.   

Adjourn: 7:10 pm. 


